
 

                    

                                                   

Dear  Simon,                                                                                                                          January 18, 2016

Thank-you, from the bottom of our hearts for the generous donation to OPAF, for the support of McKeever's 
First Ride, that has been offered by IEA!  We are thrilled to have your support. Let me tell you why!

Recently, I was able to attend a meeting of Atlanta area amputees where it was a joy to hear firsthand 
inspiring stories of men and women who shared with me what it meant to attend McKeever's First Ride. One 
gentleman in particular was looking forward to attending his 5th McKeever's First Ride! Other individuals 
mentioned how much they appreciated the resources made available at McKeever's First Ride--including 
printed materials, inspirational speakers, Adaptive sports activities like riding, roping, carriage driving, 
fencing, and mini horse exercises, Care Giving tips, and chances to network. Having freshly learned of 
McKeever's First Ride--others expressed enthusiasm about coming to their first MFR this April!

By generously sponsoring McKeever's First Ride, you have fostered the well being of many youth and adult 
amputees and mobility challenged individuals, and all active Military and Veterans. Your sponsorship helps 
expand his or her horizon for self-care, adventure, physical health and emotional wellness. Additionally, you 
are fortifying Caregivers with information and encouragement and refueling activities and socializing. You 
are enriching the lives of amputee/prosthetic/orthotic user individuals of all ages, and our Military/
Veterans, by offering them deeper connections with parents, spouses, siblings, peers and potential friends. 
Thanks to our engaging website, this life and family enrichment is not just one dynamic day a year, but year 
round! Your Sponsorship also lets participants and guests know that IEA truly cares about the quality of life 
for youth and adults--enough to foster a local and national network that ensures the welfare and success in 
those patients in the O&P system and our Military.

At McKeever's First Ride, we realize that IEA's funding is a precious gift and is given in confidence that it will 
benefit and behoove individuals facing life's challenges as an amputee or O&P user and all Military and 
Veterans. For that reason, we heartily appreciate your generosity this year! We hope that representatives of 
IEA may join us, to see firsthand the joy and exuberance that's felt by youth and adults who discover that 
life has new adventures in "Horsing around" to enjoy, and a return to "Horsing around" by those who believed 
that was a joy denied them by limb loss or adversity. When these people find themselves in the saddle, or 
roping a "cow" or driving a carriage, or laughing with new friends who share their challenges--it is something 
to behold! Hopefully, your folks can enjoy the gallery of pictures at www.mckeeversfirstride.com that 
captures the newfound confidence and renewed pride felt by those who come!

We look forward to following up with details about the success of our 14th McKeever's First Ride event on 
April 16, 2016! In the meantime, know that we will eagerly acknowledge IEA's sponsorship on our website, 
on our Facebook page, on Twitter, Instagram and Pinterest! We believe in getting the word out about our 
event and about our Sponsors, so your generosity will be publicized broadly!

 If there is any way that we can make our alliance more rewarding, please let us know. We certainly 
appreciate YOU!

With deep gratitude,

Deenie McKeever
Founder
Visionary

Dr. Laurie Johnson, LPC
Co-Founder
Community Relations

http://www.mckeeversfirstride.com/

