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How to plan your street BBQ

Building communities the fun way! What you need to get started.
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INTRODUCTION

About Massey Matters

Massey Matters began in mid 2006 and is a 10 year project to improve

quality
of
life
in

Massey. It’s about local

residents, community groups and businesses joining together with Waitakere City Council and government agencies to make Massey an even better place to live.

Massey is now a large community of around 25,000 people. At the start of the project people talked about wanting to strengthen the sense of community within Massey. Neighbourhoods that care and support each other are the kinds of neighbourhoods we all want to live in. You never know when you might need to borrow a cup of sugar, get someone to keep an eye on your kids, feed the cat, share a laugh or help paint your fence!

Getting together with your neighbours is one of the many things you might do to help build a sense of community in your street. You might start by inviting a couple of neighbours over for morning tea or a pot luck lunch. For residents keen on putting together something a little larger in scale, we’ve produced this handy ‘how to’ guide to help make your job a little easier.

If you’d like to talk to someone from Massey Matters about your street and your ideas please phone 832 0431.
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We’d love to hear from you on what information was useful and what else would be great to add to this guide.

Huge thanks go to Rebecca and the Cedar Heights crew for sharing their ideas and telling us about what’s worked for their street.

Remember if you’d like to apply for some funding to do something extra special in your street, you can apply to the Massey Matters Community Projects Fund in October each year - see http://www.waitakere.govt.nz/OurPar/ masseycommunity.asp for more info.

From the authors…

We live in a flat on a street in Massey East. We were new in the area, so to connect with our neighbours we decided to have a street BBQ. It was a great opportunity to meet and get to know the families living around us. Everyone had so much fun, our street started dreaming of what else we could do.

It inspired us to believe that building a strong community was possible, so the following year we ran another street BBQ. This was even better than the first, as we all planned and organised our street BBQ together. Street BBQs are a celebration of community life. We hope this will encourage you to begin the journey and start with your own street BBQ.

Good luck with organizing something in your street!”

Rebecca Gover

Sarah Beisly

Rebecca

Sarah
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HOW TO PLAN A STREET BBQ

Why have a street BBQ?

Street BBQs are about celebrating your community. They provide an occasion where neighbours can meet each other and experience a collective sense of pride in their street and local neighbourhood. With a street BBQ new relationships are formed. This makes for a safer and more trusting environment where neighbours look out for one another and experience a greater sense of cohesion and connectedness.



· Make sure there’s plenty of food!
· Encourage a fun, positive atmosphere.
· Have a few people whose main task is to welcome and chat with people.
· Give the neighbourhood kids small jobs to get them participating too.
· Provide games and entertainment for everyone.
What makes a good street BBQ?

There is no magic formula as to what makes a successful street BBQ. Your event will be unique to your street. Success is not based on the numbers of people who come along. In fact a small informal BBQ in the backyard can be an excellent way to begin connecting with your neighbours.

Hosting a great street BBQ is simple. Here are a few tips to make your event so special that everyone will want to do it again next year!

· Go beyond the flier drop! Go door to door and meet your neighbours and invite them personally. This will make all the difference.
· Involve your neighbours in planning your street BBQ.
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Main areas of planning we cover in this guide:

1. Location – where to host your BBQ.
2. Timing – the weeks leading up to your BBQ.
3. Social – working with your neighbours.
4. Budgeting – making your money go further.
5. Food – how to buy and prepare food.
6. Entertainment – fun for kids and adults.
7. Continuing Community – ways to build community after the BBQ.
8. Resources – handy worksheets and planning tools.
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1. LOCATION

Suitable location

Choosing a location where everyone will feel comfortable is important.

Depending on the estimated size of your event and the activities you wish to run, you could hold your street BBQ:

· In a neighbours front or back yard
· In your street or cul-de-sac - that is if all your neighbours agree
· In a shared driveway
· In a nearby grassy area
· On a grassy island on your street
· At a local park*
*If you’re planning on putting up gazebos, expecting a larger crowd, or want to book a sportsfield, please phone the council’s all centre on 839 0400 to book your space.

Shade

As your street BBQ will probably be held outdoors, the weather will need to be taken into consideration. Rain or shine, you will need to think what form of shade protection is available. Large trees or portable gazebos are great options. LJ Hooker Henderson provides larger Marquees free of charge for community events. For more details see local contacts on page 12 (Helpful Community Contacts).

Safety

When deciding on a location, safety is crucial, especially if you have a large number of children likely to attend. Ask yourself the following questions:

· Will cars need access to this area?
· How safe is this venue for children?
· Do children’s activities need to be supervised at all times?
· Are there any immediate dangers nearby? (main roads, worksites, dogs, streams, etc.)
· If hosting this event in a large area, can one section be safely marked off?
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· What consideration do you need to give to other users of the public spaces e.g. other park users, people walking on the footpath etc?
On the day, it is handy to have basic first aid kit on hand—you never know when you might need it.

Social space

It is important to create an open and inviting social space in the location you choose. The central socialising area could include a BBQ, food tables, couches, picnic rugs and chairs. You don’t have to hire everything. This is a great opportunity to ask neighbours to bring any furniture that they don’t mind being used outdoors.

It’s a great idea to place chairs and couches in semi-circles facing the kids’ activities. This way parents can keep an eye on their kids and the activities make for a focal point of conversation. Never place chairs in rows, closed circles, or any shape that will exclude social interaction. Putting some thought into the social space is worth it, as it creates a welcoming, relaxed atmosphere for conversations to flow.
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